
This two semester course will boost your critical thinking habits, improve your collaborative

participation, grow your historical knowledge, and develop your communication skills through writing

and talking about historical events.

A note about AP Courses:

As you have probably heard over the dinner table, 
this class is hard, and at times, extremely frustrating, 
especially if your student is used to coasting through 
assignments and assessments, AP or otherwise. One 
of the main points of frustration comes from the set 
up of our tests. All of our tests are stimulus based, 
meaning they have a text passage, map, or image 
attached to a set of questions. In order to answer 
each question correctly, the student needs to 
“connect” what they know about history to the 
stimulus material using a Historical Thinking Skill (HTS). 
In other words, simply “knowing” historical facts will 
NOT be enough. They WILL need to “know” historical 
facts, but that alone won’t be enough. Likewise, 
they won’t be able to just “figure out the answer by 
reading carefully.” They'll need to both “know”and 
“do” history. The “doing” requires them to 
demonstrate a historical thinking skill.
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In this class you will… 

 Craft Historical Arguments from Historical Evidence- 
developing the ability to make inferences based
on different information and crafting arguments
about of that information.

 Use Chronological Reasoning- understanding that
sequences of events play a key role in
understanding and analyzing history.  Students will
be able to differentiate between long term effects
and isolated incidents, and the different impacts
of the two.

 Use Comparison and Contextualization-
Comparison and contextualization are useful to
more than just World History. Learning hose to do
both will help students to solve problems in their
everyday life as well as in an academic setting.

 Conduct Historical Interpretation and Synthesis- 
developing the ability to describe, analyze, and
evaluate interpretations of the past as revealed
through primary and secondary sources

Materials needed daily: 

 Pencil
 Black or Dark Blue Pen
 Notebook Paper
 Binder/Notes

Grade Breakdown:

Summative 45% Classroom 35%  

Performance Final 5%  Multiple Choice 
Final 15%

Attendance/Tardy Policy
If you are absent, it is your responsibility to check the 
absent folder for your work. If you have questions about 
the assignment, see Mrs. Raby before or after school.  
Materials used in class will be posted on eCLASS, but it is 
also your responsibility to see another student in the 
class if you need lecture notes from days you were 
absent. 

Daily Expectations
1. Follow the 3 C's in your group (collaboration,

communication, cooperation).
2. Come to class ready to work with an open mind on

the subject matter.
3. Be alert and on task throughout the class period.
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Tips for Success:
• Check eCLASS often. Homework is posted here weekly. There is also a

plethora of review material available on our course’s eCLASS page.
• Attendance is a key to success! I understand certain appointments/events

happen during school hours. Please keep me up to date when those things
occur so I can best prepare you.

• READ. There is no getting around it. You must read the assigned texts and
interact with them actively. This means you must have some sort of
effective note-taking system.

• ENGAGE. Actively. In class during direct instruction, with individual
assignments, group projects, and discussions.

• REVIEW. Review your class notes, activities, and reading notes daily.
Summarize in your own words.

• PRACTICE. Remember to practice the historical thinking skills!

Although it is not required that students buy review books for APWH, it is highly 
recommended (by both former students and myself) that students buy and 
begin using a review book early on. Here are some favorites:

• AMSCO World History: Preparing for the AP Examination
• AP World History: An Essential Coursebook, 3rd ed
• 5 Steps to a 5 AP World History 2018
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